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[1

st
 reading: Acts 16:9–15] 

[Psalm: Psalm 67] 

[2
nd

 reading: Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5] 

[Gospel: John 14:23–29] 

[Liturgical date: Easter 6C]  

[Location: USNA] 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Well, I have some good news for you and some, well, not so good news for you.  Truth be told, 

you probably never want someone to start a conversation with like that.  The reason is, it always 

seems that no matter what the good news is it is outweighed by the bad news.  It all seems like some 

kind of really cruel joke, doesn’t it.  But, let’s give it a shot anyway. 

So first, the good news for you.  Class of 2016, you plebe year is soon coming to an end; with 

Herndon and sea trials behind you – forever.  Not only that, we will put a fancy new anchor on your 

uniform and call you a youngster.  No more chow calls in the passageways of Bancroft hall.  No more 

chopping. 

And, Class of 2017, you are about to arrive, full of excitement, full of enthusiasm, full of 

possibilities. 

But, Class of 2013, you are finally about to graduate.  You will be going off to do great things.  

You will be set free from the tyranny of Bancroft Hall.  You are, no doubt about to make all of us 

extremely proud and actually be gainfully employed 

For the rest of us, we have the best news yet.  For the next several weeks we will actually be 

able to find a parking space. 

But now, the not so good news.  Class of 2017 you are not even here to hear this or appreciate 

it, but I think we are all quite aware of what you are about to get yourself into.  As good fortune would 

have it, the Class of 2016 will be more than happy to help fill you in on all the details of what is 

coming, and morning PEP – well that is the fun part. 

Class of 2013, life is about to get very real for you very quickly.  You see, that new paycheck 

that you are going to get, it is not just given to you; you are actually expected to earn it.  And doing 

great things, that is very hard work.  And, by the way, Melwood is not onboard the USS BONHOMME 

RICHARD or embedded with the 31st MEU.  In short, that means you have to actually clean up your 

own mess and take you out your own trash.  The world that you are going out to serve does not 

necessarily like you.  As a matter of fact, they may even hate you or even try to hurt you. 

Changes are coming to us, to all of us.  Some changes are good, some are not so good, but 

changes are coming and changes are a big part of life.  Some of these changes we want.  Some 

changes we really don’t want.  But, whether you want them or not, good or bad, changes are coming 

– no matter what. 
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Jesus speaking to his disciples was kind of one of those, “good news / not so good news,” 

stories as well.  Jesus, unlike me, started off with the not so good news.  Several way at several 

different times in the preceding chapters of the Gospel of John tells of his betrayal, and tells of his 

departure, and even tells of his death.  Then, he wraps it all up with, “do not let your hearts be 

troubled,” – good news to follow.  You see, Jesus is leaving, but the Holy Spirit is coming.  Jesus is 

going to be betrayed and killed, but he leaves us his peace.  In his death, we will have life. 

Later in this same gospel Jesus tells the disciples of their own hardships they are about to 

face.  He speaks of their persecutions and their deaths.  But, do not let your hearts be troubled.  

Jesus will not abandon you.  Jesus will not leave you orphaned.  The Advocate / the Holy Spirit is 

coming.  The Father and the Son will come to dwell, with us, who love him. 

This text today from the Gospel of John is Jesus preparing to say good bye.  This is part of 

what is commonly referred to as the “farewell discourse.”  Jesus knew that this would be hard for all.  

He knew that their hearts would absolutely ache.  He knew that trouble, and a lot of it, would certainly 

follow for his disciples.  

Jesus loved.  He truly, deeply, and passionately loved his disciples, and you, and me.  From 

his deep love he wanted to prepare those whom he loved for what was about to happen to him, to his 

disciples then, and to us today.  But, he also wanted, from his deep love, to continue to provide and 

care for those whom he loved. 

Class of 2013, we are not about to depart, you are.  This is your farewell discourse / your 

saying good bye – to us.  Seeing you leave, in many ways, our hearts are troubled – even if yours are 

not.  For four years you have been our flock.  During that time you have gained a place in our hearts 

– forever.  In short, we love you.  With every fiber of our beings we love you, and we always will. 

From our love for you we want to continue to protect you.  We want to continue to provide for 

you, but we cannot – kind of.  This is yet another good news / bad news scenario. 

For four years we have been with you.  We have prayed for you, and we will continue to pray 

for you.  We have encouraged you, and we will continue to encourage you.  We have loved you, and 

we will definitely continue to love you.  This has been your home, and it will always be your home.  

And, we want you to come home often and dine with us, at our Lord’s Table here, which is always set 

for you.  As often is the case when children leave home, they come back for visits with friends, and 

we want you to do that too.  Bring them home with you – your spouse, your children, your 

grandchildren, and all others who become part of your lives – bring them home. 
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Now, as you go out on your own, away from us, we know that your days will be long and hard, 

but never will we abandon you.  We know that life will be dangerous, but we will continue to minister 

to you.  We know that challenges and trials will come, but we will always pray for you. 

But you know, despite our tremendous love for you and our care for you and our compassion 

for you, NOTHING compares to God’s love for you.  Our Lord, Jesus Christ, has given all that he 

possibly could give for you, up to and including his own life.  If that was not enough, he has also give 

his Holy Spirit to guide you, and sanctify you.  So, live your life in Christ Jesus and listen, really listen, 

to the voice of the Holy Spirit guiding you. 

So today, yes, I do have some good news and some bad news.  Life is dangerous and life is 

hard, but the bad cannot, nor will it ever outweigh the good news, the truly good news – the Gospel.  

So, do not let your hearts be troubled.  God loves you enough to give even his own life for you.  You 

now have his life, and you also have his love. 

So, brothers and sisters in Christ, there is one thing that I confidently know – God loves you, 

and so do I – there really is no better news to be found. 


